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Furniture                                                                                     
Pages 5-8 
Coming to the Thomasville/High Point area to 
furniture shop in person means greater 
savings on hundreds of lines of furniture; so 
many people plan trips to Thomasville for that 
sole purpose. Others travel to North Carolina 
for its fall foliage, its mountains, its beaches 
and much more, but make sure to incorporate 
two or three days of furniture shopping into 
their trips. See how to save on furniture, 
shipping, taxes and hotels and find a listing of 
some of the best furniture stores in the state.  
 

 

Sites of Interest/ Historic Attractions                       
Pages 9-14 
While furniture stores are huge attractions, 
few sites are physically larger than the 
ñWorldôs Biggest Chairò (graced by President 
Johnson), the 85-foot tall ñHighboyò or the 4-
story ñChest of Drawers.ò Similarly, the 
national attention that follows the historic 
Tôville Diner is huge. One of NCôs top 5 
Diners, only the taste and savings are bigger 
than the Dinerôs following. 

 

Visitorsô Center                                                                      
Page 15 
The Thomasville Visitorsô Center is in one of 
the oldest passenger depots in NC (circa 
1870.) Sites and signs downtown detail 
Thomasvilleôs significance in the US Civil 
War. City Cemetery is the only place in the 
world where soldiers from both sides of the 
Civil War are buried together in a single 
gravesite. Add visits to the North Carolina 
Vietnam Veteransô Memorial or the canons at 
Memorial Park and you begin to feel the 
reverence the Chair 
City has for its history.  
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Thomasvilleôs Memorial Day Celebration 
Pages 16 -17 

 

Fun Facts Quiz 
Page 18 

 

Maps 
Pages 19 - 20 

 

Accommodations 
Page 20 
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We CAN Help You Save on Furniture Purchases!  
To ensure the best possible shopping experience for people coming to Thomasville, we 
encourage all visitors to call our toll free number (800 -611-9907) upon returning home 
to tell us where they found the best furniture prices, selection, assistance and the best 
hotels. We also gather information directly from manufacturers and store own ers. This 
allows us to better serve our future visitors by making this as much of an exact science 
as possible. We encourage everyone to stop by our Visitors' Center (Exit 103 off of 
Interstate 85 then follow the signs) where spending 5 to 10 minutes will save you time 
and money in the long run!  
 

WHO - WHAT - WHERE - WHY - WHEN - HOW  
WHY  do I save more by coming in person as opposed to ordering over the telephone or 
internet? In order to protect furniture dealers in other parts of the country, many 
manufacturers put restrictions on what can be quoted over the phone and internet. 
Others prohibit all such orders.  
WHY  do I save when I come to shop in NC? COMPETITION! Well over 100 furniture 
stores in approximately a 10 mile radius with each store typically dealing for 100 to 700 
manufacturers means that you can buy almost any furniture at almost any store. The 
competition keeps pri ces LOW.  
WHEN  should I come? The furniture stores have market and showroom samples at 
great prices year round. However, more than 100,000 manufacturers/exhibitors, sale 
representatives, retail home furnishings buyers, inte rior designers and the like attend 
the "International Home Furnishings Market" (which is the largest in the world) one 
week each fall and spring. Call us to find out when they are scheduled so that you can 
AVOID these times. They are not open to the public and there are no hotel rooms avail-
able within an hour's drive. Additionally, many stores are closed on Sundays. 
WHERE  in NC should I shop? Thomasville and High Point are adjacent to each other 
with more than 100 furniture stores in that small area. Again, the "Furniture Market" is 
here. Furniture is what we do and the fierce competition between the stores makes this 
the place for savings and selection.  
HOW  much do I save? Most are estimating savings of 30-50% on full sets of furniture 
and up to 70% on individual pieces.  
WHERE  should I stay? All hotels listed in this brochure are at Interstate 85 and located 
within minutes of the top furniture stores. Thomasville hotels have assured us that if 
you call their local number and tell them the Thomasville Visitors' Center referred y ou 
they will give you their lowest discount rate!  
WHAT  is the difference between the manufacturers' outlet stores and retail/discount 
furniture stores? Most manufacturers' outlet stores carry overruns and discontinued 
pieces. These outlet stores are great places to search for individual pieces at huge 
savings. The local retail/discount stores carry the current lines of furniture where you 
can order individual pieces or complete suites. Our visitors are reporting savings of 30 
to 50% at these stores.  
HOW do I get the furniture to my house? Most stores keep showroom samples only, so 
you place an order and allow 8-10 weeks for delivery. The outlet stores and some retail 
stores do have furniture that you can buy off the showroom floor and take with you, but 
for the most part you will place an order to be shipped later. For furniture delivered 
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across state lines, MOST stores do NOT charge NC State sales tax, so that helps 
minimize any ship ping and delivery costs.  
 

Thomasville Furniture Outlet  

MAP KEY 1  
401 E. Main Street Thomasville, NC 27360  

Phone: (336) 476-2211 
Hours of Operation: Monday -Friday, 9:00 -5:30; Saturday, 9:30-4:00; Sunday Closed 

 
Annual Sales Events:  Everyday discount prices. 
Products:  Market Samples, factory close-outs, bedroom, dining r oom, upholstered, 
occasional and entertainment furniture.  
Terms:  Cash, check, American Express, Mastercard and Visa  
Other  Info:  Thomasville, a leader in fine quality furniture for 100 years, now offers 
distinctive style and timeless value at outlet prices! Youôll find market samples and 
factory close-outs in your favorite traditional designs as well as contemporary styles. 
Delivery available. Also visit our two other NC locations: In Greensboro at 1410 
Westover Terrace Suite 102 (off Wendover Ave., phone 336-273-2713) and in Hudson at 
3064 Hickory Blvd., Hwy. 321.  

 

Oak -Wood Furniture Galleries, Inc.  

MAP KEY 3  
100 Don Truell Lane Thomasville, NC 27360 (Located in Thomasville Business Park) 

Phone: (336) 475-6733 Fax: (336) 475-2736 
e-mail: sales@oakwoodfurnitureonline.com  www.oakwoodfurnitureonline.com  

Hours of Operation: Tuesday-Friday, 9:00 -6:00; Saturdays, 9:00 -5:00 Closed Sundays 
& Mondays 

 
Annual Sales Events:  Everyday discount prices. Products: Adult and Youth 
Bedrooms, Bedding (Mattresses), Dining Rooms, Dinettes, Upholstery, Occasional 
Tables, Home Entertainments, Home Office, Clocks, Curios, Lamps, Accessories, 
Pictures, Rugs, Garage Sale, and More. Major Brands: American Drew, Ashley, Best 
Home Furnishings, Broyhill, Catnapper, Chippendale Furniture, England, Howard 
Miller Clock Company, Jackson, Kathy Ireland Home (Standard), The Lane Company, 
Lank of Lexington, La-Z-Boy Kidz (Lea), Legacy, Millennium, Powell, Pulaski, Riverside, 
Universal, Vaughan, Vaughan-Bassett, Sealy, Bassett Mirrors, Bassett Fine Arts, 
Miresco, Shaw, United Weavers, Art Frame Direct, Art Max, Vintage Miranda, Artistry 
Design, Mystic Valley Traders, Propac Images, Paragon, Picture It, Expressions, Art 
Source, HighShine, Uttermost, Bard. Terms: 30% deposit. Cash, Check, Visa, 
MasterCard, Financing Other Info: Oak -Wood offers a relaxed, friendly atmosphere 
with a diverse assortment of high quality home furnishing, accessories, and a furniture 
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presentation that is unequalled in the business! We have individual galleries that are set 
in an ñOutdoor Mallò atmosphere.  The twenty galleries are fully designed to help you 
with ideas to create your own unique home décor.  Our educated sales staff is ready to 
assist you with those important home furnishing decisions. We also provide in -house or 
at-home design services if you need to get it ñjust rightò! Life is complicated. Make 
furnishing your home simple. We are here to give you the best quality, the best service, 
and best of all, highly discounted prices!! NOW THATôS SOMETHING TO TALK 
ABOUT!!  
 

Thomasville  

MAP KEY 5  
Thomasville Furniture Store (at Business 85) 4257 Furniture Avenue Jamestown, NC 

27282 
Phone: (336) 882-2100 

www.thomasville -hfg.com/highpoint.htm  
Hours of Operation: M -F&Sat, 9:00-6:00; Thur & Fri 9:00 -8:30 Sun., 1:00-5:30 

 
Largest Thomasville Store in the Country with 18,000 sq. ft.  
Annual Sales Events:  Year round with Special Holiday Sales.  
Products: Any kind of Thomasville Furniture can be ordered. Thomasville in home 
delivery. Free Delivery with any purchase of $2,000.00 or more.  
Terms:  1/3 deposit at time of order, balance can be paid on delivery. Accept personal 
checks or credit cards.  
 

Furnitureland South  

MAP KEY 4  
Bus I-85 between High Point and Greensboro 5635 Riverdale Drive Jamestown, NC 

27292 
Phone: (336) 822-3000  www.furniturelandsouth.com  

Hours of Operation: Monday -Wednesday, & Saturday, 8:30-5:30; Thursday & Friday, 
8:30-8:30  

 
Annual Sales Ev ents : Year round discount prices.  
Products:  The Worldôs Largest Home Furnishings Showplace with more than 
1,000,000 square feet of quality home furnishings and accessories at incredible values, 
featuring more than 400 major manufacturers, with prices to fit every lifestyle and 
budget. 
 On -site galleries include:  Lighting, Rugs, Mattress, Linens, Art, Accessories, 
Statuary, Florals and Plants, Leather, Wicker, Rattan and Outdoor, Home 
Office/Contract, Clocks and Curios, Children Furniture, Home Entertainme nt, and 
more! There is a 250,000 square foot Clearance  Center with prices up to 80% off MSRP 
right on campus. Visit the website and plan your room, add items to your design folder 
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or speak with a Sales and Design Consultant whose expertise is complimenta ry. 
Nationwide delivery and in -home set up available.  
Terms:  1/3 deposit required at time of order, balance due on delivery. Same as cash 
offers on approved credit.  
 

 
Drexel  

MAP KEY 7  
4240 Furniture Ave.,  Jamestown, NC  27282 (Bus. 85 at Riverside Dr.) 

Phone: (336) 883-1800 
Hours of Operation: M -W & Sat., 9:00-6:00; Thur. & Fri., 9:00 -8:30; Sun.,1:00-5:30 

 
Products:  Makers of fine furniture for over a century, and where you will discover hun -
dreds of exclusive styles from traditional to transitional to contemporary.  We feel it is 
important that your home is a reflection of your personality and your desire for comfort. 
That is why over 95% of our assortment is yours to personalize with custom fabrics, 
finishes, configurations and other design details. And, let the talented design team help 
your pull it all together.  Drexel heritage designer services are complimentary! We also 
offer delivery and special financing, see store for details. www.drexelheritage.com  
Terms:  Drexel Heritage Credit Card, MasterCard, Visa, American Express ... 
Nationwide Delivery  
 

Boyles Distinctive Furniture  

MAP KEY 6  
5700 Riverdale Drive  Jamestown, NC 27282 

Phone: (336) 812 2200 
Hours of Operation: M -W & Sat., 9:00 -6:00; Thur. & Fri., 9:00 -8:30; Sun.,1:00-5:30 

 
Products:  Since 1949 Boyles has been furnishing homes all over the united states with 
distinctive furniture. One of North Carolinaôs largest selection of fine name-brand furni -
ture, rugs, bedding and accessories in idea-inspiring room settings and always at dis-
count prices. Professional design assistance available. White ïglove delivery available in 
USA.  
Major Brands:  Henredon, Baker, Century, Bernhardt, Ferguson Copeland, Kindel, 
Artistica, Henkel -Harri s, Hickory White, Hickory Chair, Hancock& Moore, Ralph 
Lauren, Kingsdown, Harden, Sherrill, Lane.  
Terms:  1/3 deposit with order, balance upon delivery;  Boyles charge, American 
Express, Visa, MasterCard, cash/check.  Special financing available with Boyles charge.  
 
 

Blackôs Furniture 
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MAP KEY 8  
300 NC Hwy. 68 South Greensboro, NC 27409  

Phone: (336) 886-5011  Fax: (336) 886-4734 www.blacksfurniture.com  
Hours of Operation: M -F, 9:00-6:00; Sat., 9:00 -5:00  

  
Annual Sales Events:  Closed Christmas and Thanksgiving Day  
Major Brands:  American Drew, Andrew Pearson, Artistica, Barcalounger, Bermex, 
Bevan Funnell, Bradington Young, Broyhill, Butler, C.R. Laine, Carsons, Classic Leather, 
Clayton Marcus, Cox, Craftique, CTH-Carolina Tables, Four Seasons Furniture, Gat 
Creek, Hammary, Hickory -White, Hooker, LaBarge, Lane, Lane Upholstery, 
Leathercraft, Lloyd Flanders, Mikhail Durafeev, Moosehead, Parker Southern, Pennsyl-
vania House, Pulaski, Riverside, Rowe, Sam Moore, Serta Mattress, Southampton 
Furniture, Southwood  Furniture, Thayer Coggin, Theodore Alexander, Thomasville, 
Vaughn, Vaughn Bassett, Wesley Allen, Wesley Hall, Winston, Woodard and more,  
Terms:  1/3 deposit; we accept all major credit cards, checks, etc. 
 

Other Furniture Related Sites & Activities  
Best of the Rest - Urban Classics  is downtown Thomasville with pro totype furniture 
and showroom samples at great prices. A group of stores, Boyles, Thomasville and 
Drexel Heritage across from Furnitureland South are perhaps the only ones OPEN 
SUNDAYS .  
Replacements Limited  - Most of our furniture shoppers have already heard of and 
love Replacements Limited (open 7 days a week) which Rand McNally deemed one of 
the top 25 free attractions in the US! They have tours every half hour that they are open. 
They have pieces from 225,000 different china patterns! Yes, more than 10 million 
pieces of china, crystal, silverware, etc.! Only a 25 minute drive up I-85 from 
Thomasville makes it a must see place while in town. 
 Furniture factory tour at Craftique Furniture  - these makers of fine mahogany 
furniture take you on a tour through every step of the furni ture manufacturing process 
from their wood storage facility to cutting, gluing, carving, staining and the final 
product. Call us at 1-800 -611-9907 to find out about their tours on Tuesdays and 
Thursdays beginning at 11am. FREE  
Worldôs largest chair - beside the Visitorsô Center in downtown Thomasville (see 
pages 16, 17)  
Worldôs largest chest of drawers - four -story building shaped like a chest of 
drawers downtown High Point.  
Worldôs largest piece of furniture & Worldôs largest clearance center  are at 
Furnitureland South.  
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Sites of Interest In and Around Thomasville  

 
The Thomasville Tourism slogan: ñFrom where we sit, you can see it all,ò The Chair 
City- Thomasville, could not be truer. Along with Thomasville Furniture, more than 
1,000 other brands to choose from and the BIG furniture monuments, this area is 
home to Civil War Historic sites, the North Carolina Vietnam Veteransô Memorial, NCôs 
second oldest railroad depot, the North Carolina Transportation Museum, NASCAR 
museums, drivers and teams, the Childress Winery and Vineyards, the Thomasville 
Emporium, the Bob Timberlake Gallery, the NC Zoo, Seagrove Pottery, lakes, water 
parks, baseballôs historic Finch Field, ample baseball and softball fields for 
tournaments, golf courses, a skateboard park, convention Cycle NC brings 1,000 
cyclists and meeting space, the beautiful through Thomasville as they cross the Castle 
McCulloch where more state durin g one week each fall. The weddings are held than 
any other Big chair is always a big hit! place in North Carolina, and believe it or not, 
much more! Yes, almost all of the aforementioned places are within 15 minutes of 
downtown Thomasville.  
 
Furniture Mon uments - Big Chair, 4 -story Chest of Drawers and 85 -foot 
Highboy:  The Big Chair story is on page 14, but you should also make sure to see the 
Chest of Drawerséééand the highboyéééé.  
Thomasville City Cemetery  is the only Civil War Cemetery with Confederate and 
Federal Soldiers mixed in a single mass grave. Civil War markers and signs at the 
cemetery and the Visitorsô Center explain Thomasvilleôs significance during the war. 
FREE (Story and Pictures page 18.)  
NC Vietnam Veteransô Memorial on I-85 is a 1.5 acre tribute to more than 1,600 
North Carolinians killed or missing during the Vietnam War. FREE (Story page 18.)  
NASCAR  ï Here are a few of the NASCAR related sites in the area:  
Bill Davis Racing- www.billdavis -racing.com (336) 887-2222. FREE  
Richard Childress Racing Museum www.rcracing.com 1-800 -476-3389 FEE  
Richard Petty Museum www.pet-tyracin.com (336) 495 -1143  FEE  
CV (Clyde Vickers) Products- The Vickers family not only produced NASCAR racer 
Brian Vickers; they also produce a variety of equipment and paraphernalia used by all 
types of racing teams. Admission FREE. 
Childress Vineyards  has daily tours of the Italian Renaissance styled winery, a 
bistro and of course plenty of wines for tasting and 10 buying. (336) 236-WINE (9463) 
www.childressvineyards.com. Admission FREE  
Thomasville Emporium  is a unique blend of antiques, treasures and junk. As for 
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the junk, the old saying fits here, ñOne manôs trash is another manôs treasure!ò Find 
antique furni ture, working refurbished radios from the 1920ôs and ó30ôs, clocks, vintage 
clothing, art work, collectible books, magazines, and more. Dine in the Side Street Café 
for a break from the browsing. olememories@aol.com (336) 472-6500 Admission 
FREE  
Bob Timberlake  Gallery  is home to artwork from one of North Carolinaôs most 
famous artists. It showcases Timberlake furniture inspired by local 18th century 
artisans, accessories and clothing. www.bobtimberlake.com. 800-244-0095 Admission 
FREE  
NC Zoological Park  - Recognized as one of the nationôs top zoos. 1-800 -488-0444. 
www.nczoo.org FEES VARY  
Seagrove Pottery  -This small town has become internationally famous for its 
pottery. Hundreds of potters continue the 200 -year tradition and many are 9th 
generation potters. (336) 873-7280. FREE  
Wetôn Wild Emerald Pointe - www.emerald-pointe.com Water Park (336) 852-
9721 or 1-800 -555-5900. FEES VARY  
Lakes and Parks  abound as High Rock, Badin, Thomalex, Oak Hollow and High 
Point City Lake Park combine to offer tons of water opportunities like skiing, fishing, 
picnicking,  paddleboating, etc.  
Train & Railroad  ï Train buffs will enjoy the Thomasville Visitors Center housed in 
a railroad depot built circa 1870 and the big red caboose beside it that is great for kids 
and adults alike. Learn how Thomasville was formed in 1852 shortly after the railroad 
system was established in North Carolina  
for approximately $4 million! FREE  
The North Carolina Trans portation  Museum  is less than an hour down I-85 
where you can go on half-hour train rides and see 150,000 sq. ft. of exhibits. 
www.nctrans.org (704) 636 -2889 Admission FREE  
Convention & Meeting Spaces  are quite popular in this area as they too benefit 
from the aforementi oned central location in the state and access from the two major 
interstates and three major airports in the area. 12 West Main, The Womanôs Club, 
Colonial Country Club, Safari and other places offer a variety of settings. Call us for a 
contact list to fi nd out more about these facilities. 1 800-611-9907.  
Castle McCulloch - More weddings are held here annually than any other place in 
the state. The Castle and Crystal Gardens surrounded by a moat and 70+ acres of 
woods makes this a fairy tale setting for weddings and simply a beautiful for venue for 
any meeting. www.castlemcculloch.com  (336) 887-5413  
Replacements Ltd. is mentioned in the furniture section of this book but is wor th 
repeating as it was named one of the top 25 free attractions in the nation and does 
tours every half hour that it is open, 7 days a week. They have more than 10 million 
pieces of china, crystal, etc. www.replacements.com (1-800 -737-5223.)  
Baptist Chil drenôs Home received its first child Nov. 11, 1885 and was home to 
1,200 orphans by 1910. Thousands of children have grown up there including former 
New York Yankees World Series pitcher Johnny Allen. Tour their museum and learn of 
their rich histo ry. www.bchfamily.org  1-800 -476-3669. FREE  
Winding Creek Golf Course  is one of the best public courses in the area and has 
played host to the Golf Channelôs Drive, Chip and Putt competition. www.ci-
thomasville.nc.us/golf.hmt (336) 475 -5580 FEES VARY  
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Finch Field has hosted numerous hall of fame baseball players. The newly renovated 
facility still houses the Hi -Toms and is beginning to host large statewide and regional 
baseball championship events.  
Baseball, basketball softball and skateboard  facilities are plentiful. 
Thomasvilleôs central location in the state and close proximity to interstates 85 and 40 
and make the ñChair Cityò is an ideal place to hold AAU, USSSA and similar type sports 
tournaments. Call 1 800-611-9907 for info on field usage for tourneys!   
Memorial Day Parade and Celebration  ï NCôs largest Memorial Day Parade and 
Celebration typically occurs on Memorial Day Monday and includes performances 
from the 82nd Airborne Division chorus and band, para  
troopers parachuting into Memorial Stadium, a black hawk helicopter marching bands, 
tanks, members of the military order of the purple heart, marching veterans span ning 
WWII, Korea, Vietnam Desert Storm and Operation Iraqi Freedom and much more. 
Miniature Amer ican Flags, hot dogs and drinks are free while they last. FREE 

  
 4-story Chest of Drawers    Winding Creek Golf Course             Memorial Day 

Celebration 
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Thomasville Diner  

 
Turner South Network Ranks Tôville Diner Top 5 in NC  
The history behind the Tôville Diner starting in an old dining car from Southern Railway 
is interesting enough. Add to that a major motion pic ture shooting scenes at the Tôville 
Diner and you increase the intrigue. Turner South Network has now added to the Tôville 
Dinerôs illustrious history by naming it one of North Carolinaôs top five diners.  
 

 
The Diner in the early years  

 
The Tôville Diner first opened its doors in 1936. Ervin Myers purchased the old dining 
car from Southern Railway and moved it to a spot near the bus station in Thomasville. 
In 1952 the present site was purchased and the old dining car was moved about a block 
west of the original site. The last meal was served in the old diner December 24th, 1986. 
As much of the old dining car as possible was moved into the new build ing. The brass 
light fixtures came from the old diner as well as the brass shelves. There are some brass 
air vent covers hanging on the walls, and two windows from the old diner still have old 
calendar pictures on them, and are hung in one of the dining areas.  
FILM  - While the name was changed for the movie to ñDelôs Diner,ò it was still the 
Tôville Diner where scenes were shot for the movie thriller ñAbove Suspicionò released in 
2000 starring Scott Bakula, Annabella Sciorra, Ed Asner and Law & Orderôs George 
Dzundza. Several networks still show the movie off and on. It is most often seen on TNT, 
TBS or USA networks.  
TELEVISION & GREAT FOOD  - Turner South Network tries to capture the essence 
of the south so it did not take them long to find the Tôville Diner. The Diner has been 
used as a setting for commercials in the past, but this time the Diner itself, was the 
feature. The Tôville Diner was probably picked in equal parts because of its history, its 
great food and menu items, its fast friendly service and its unbelievable prices. After all, 
there are not many places left where you can have an entrée, two vegetables, dinner rolls 
or corn bread and dessert for under $6.00!  
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Story of the Big Chair  
 

  The story began in 1922. It seems Thomasville had already gained a reputation as ñThe 
Chair Townò due to the fact that products of Thomasville Chair Company (now 
Thomasville Furniture Industries) were almost exclusively simple, sturdy, straight -back 
chairs. Somebody, no one knows for certain who, got the idea to erect a big chair to call 
attention to the townôs chief industry.  
  Thomasville has actually had 2 big chairs. The first one was erected in September 1922, 
at almost the same spot occupied by the one standing today. It was made by Thomasville 
Chair Company and took enough lumber to build 100 ordinary chairs. The project kept 3 
men working 10 hours a day for 1 week. When completed it stood 13 feet 6 inches tall. 
The seat was 6 feet by 5 feet 6 inches tall and covered in leather made from the hide of a 
Swiss steer.  
  After nearly 15 years of exposure, the local chair was scrapped in 1936.  
  Thomasville, though, had by no means lost interest. In fact, shortly after the first chair 
was taken down, another larger, more ornate chair was considered.  
  It wasnôt until 1948; however, after the Chamber of Commerce was formed, that the 
restoration movement began. This time it was decided the chair was to be built to last 
forever.  
  Chamber Manager, Kenneth Hoyle, one day stopped James Buford Harvey and asked 
him if he could build a concrete chair. Harvey, who also built the life -sized concrete lion 
which stands today opposite the big chair, said he would try.  
  The Chamber interested several local businesses to help, including Thomasville Chair 
Company. Their dean of designers, Thomas W. Johnson designed a reproduction of the 
Duncan Phyfe armchair which stands today overlooking the Square downtown.  
  A steel skeleton was fashioned by Salem Steel Company of Winston-Salem. Harvey, 
working in the Thomasville Chair plant on Taylor Street, fabricated wire mesh to fit over 
the steel skeleton in proportions dictated by Johnsonôs plans. After that, Harvey labored 
for over six months coating the meshða spoonful at a timeðwith a mixture of cement 
and granite dust to a thickness of about a half-inch. The chair was then painted to make 
it appear that it was built with wood and to suggest the seat had been upholstered with a 
striped fabric.  
  Meanwhile, the Chamber, City and others came along with the base. The cornerstone 
was laid on January 9, 1951. A time-box embedded in the cornerstone included among 
other things, a Bible, photos, a safety razor, a prospectus for eliminating railroad grade 
crossings, a city directory, brochures, civic records, and a letter from Mayor Harry B. 
Finch.  
  When completed, the new Big Chair of Thomasville stood 30 feet high from the bottom 
of the 12-foot base to the top of the 18foot chair. The seat was 10-1/2 feet wide.  
  In 1960, The Thomasville Chair gained national attention when vice-presidential 
hopeful Lyndon B. Johnson stopped to greet local supporters from atop the chair while 
on a campaign whistle stop. The Big Chair has since hosted governors, university presi -
dents, mayors, beauty queens, and even an evangelist. It has also been listed in Ripleyôs 
Believe It or Not.  
  Today, the Big Chair of Thomasville is still a focal point for tourists as well as local 
citizens; and, continues to call attention to our cityôs chief industry. While other 
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communities have seen bigger chairs come and go, Thomasville still boasts the 
remaining ñWORLDôS LARGEST CHAIR!ò  

 
U.S. Sen. Lyndon B. Johnson made a whistle stop in Thomasville October 10, 1960, 

while campaigning  for the U.S. Vice Presidency, and was persuaded to mount 
Thomasvilleôs Big Chair to acknowledge the best wishes of a crowd that had gathered. 

In this photo, he is atop the Chair with George L. Hundley (right), Mayor of 
Thomasville, and W.C. Boyles, Thomasville Township Democrative Executive 

Committee Chairman. The Chair, Thomasvilleôs second, is made mostly of concrete and 
continues to wear well.  
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One of the Stateôs Oldest and Best Railroad Depots 

 
Thomasville Visitorsô Center 

 
  One of North Carolinaôs oldest standing railroad depots became home to Thomasvilleôs 
Visitorsô Center in the summer of 2000. The original structure was built in 1870. The 
Thomasville Historical Society began restoration on the depot in 1975 and continued 
through 1977.  
  Application was made to the North Carolina Department of Cultural Resources and the 
National Park Service to place the depot on the National Register of Historical Places. 
After visiting the depot, three Archives representatives from Raleigh studied the 
application and made enthusiastic comments on the authentic restoration of the 
building. They stated that Thomasvilleôs Depot (presently Thomasvilleôs Visitorsô 
Center) is possibly the oldest and most authentically restored depot in the state. In 1981 
the Thomasville Depot was officially listed on the National Register of Historical Places.  
  This most unique Thomasville Visitorsô Center is now open for your enjoyment, 
comfort and assistance on Monday through Friday, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., and Saturday from 
9 a.m. to 1 p.m. We have decorated one area of the building with beautiful and 
comfortable Bassett furniture, while yet another section of the building houses rotating 
displays. The displays have included exhibits such as Thomasville Furiture Industryôs 
Hemingway Collection, memorabilia from the North Carolina Music Hall of Fame, and 
others. Come in and sit a spell! Weôll provide you with the latest information to save you 
time and money so you can better enjoy your shopping experience!  
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Memorial  Day Celebration  
  Thomasville is home to the North Carolina Vietnam Veteran's Memorial and each year 
hosts one of the southeast's largest Memorial Day Celebrations which includes a parade, 
military bands, paratroopers, blackhawk helicopters and a keynote address from a high 
ranking military official.  

 
 

 

 
 
 
Wreaths are placed at Memorial Park prior 
to the keynote address.  
The crowd is always entertained by the 
performance of the 82nd Airborne Division 
Chorus.  
 

 

 
 
 
Festivities begin each year with a wreath 
laying ceremony at the Vietnam Veterans' 
Memorial where the name of each North 
Carolina soldier killed or missing during 
the Vietnam War is etched into a brick 
making up the wall .  
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Civil War Sites, Vietnam Veteransô Memorial and 
Respect for Military History  

  The North Carolina Vietnam Veteransô Memorial in Thomasville and the stateôs 
largest Memorial Day P arade and Celebration have been in Thomasville since the 
1990ôs, but the Chair Cityôs military history and rich respect for the military date back 
to the Civil War. 3 Civil War Trails Signs (CWT) tell the stories in words and pictures.  

 
  Near the beginning of the Civil War, most of the able-bodied males in Thomasville 
boarded a train headed for war not knowing if they would ever return. Later, Gen. James 
Longstreetôs corps passed through on the railroad in 1864 from GA to rejoin Leeôs army 
in VA. (A CWT sign outside the old passenger depot on Main St. details much of 
Thomasvilleôs significance during the War.)  
  In March of 1865, Confederate Gen. Joseph E. Johnson established hospitals in a 
tobacco warehouse and in Thomasvilleôs Baptist and Methodist churches as his army of 
TN retreated north. Local citizens ripped out church pews, gathered pine straw for 
makeshift beds, gathered food, drink and generally assisted in the care of wounded 
soldiers, both Northern and Southern. (A CWT sign on Main St. where the churches 
were located, recounts this story.)  
  Union and Confederate soldiers who died in the hospitals were interred in 
Thomasvilleôs City Cemetery side by side. This is the only such gravesite in the United 
States. Three rows of 12 headstones have the names of the soldiers on them with the 
exception of the markers for 4 unknown soldiers. (A CWT sign identifies the area within 
City Cemetery.) 
  Thomasvilleôs central location and well known respect for the military played a key role 
in the state placing the North Carolina Vietnam Veteransô Memorial along I-85 in 
Thomasville. The Memorial is conveniently located at a state maintained rest area (open 
year-round) and a wreath laying ceremony there kicks of the Memorial Day Celebration 
each year.  
An alphabetical listing of each North Carolinian killed or missing in Vietnam is etched 
into the face of the 1,647 bricks that comprise the Memorial. 
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Thomasville Facts & Figures Quiz  
1. Is Thomasville a City or small town? Guess the population of The ñChair City.ò  
2. More than 43 celebrities from the PGA tour, the NFL and NASCAR autographed the 
large cycling jersey that hangs from the ñBig Chairò in the picture. The career earnings of 
these celebrities in their respective sports (not counting endorsements) topped the $200 
million mark. What was the deal with the jer sey?  
3. Thomasville was formed in the late 1840ôs and eventually became a city in 1852 after a 
$3 million state tax was passed. What was that money used for?  
4. Who are the Hi-Toms and what is the Coastal Plains League?  
5. How many cars a day drive along I-85 by the Thomasville exit #103?  
 

 
ANSWERS  
1. Thomasville was the 25th largest city in North Carolina with 25,000 people as of the 
most recent census. It is growing in population, so that number is like ly closer to 
26,000.  
2. The jersey was placed for the bikers to see as cycle NC brought nearly 1,000 cyclists 
through Thomasville from 4 different countries and 38 states in October of 2006. The 
jersey was later autographed by the professional athletes and auctioned off with the 
proceeds going to a breast cancer awareness fund.  
3. The $3 million tax and $1 million worth of stock sold was to build the rail road 
through the state of North Carolina! City founder, John W. Thomas served several terms 
as a state senator and was a key proponent of the railroad construction.  
4. The Hi-Toms stands for ñHigh Pointò and ñThomasville.ò This baseball team is 
assembled each spring from college baseball players that, for the most part, decided to 
graduate from college rather than go immediately to minor league baseball. We think of 
our players as good and smart. The Hi-Toms won the 2006 Coastal Plains League 
championship and are leading in 2007 at the time of printing this brochure.  
5. Recent NC Dept. of Transportation numbers show between 50,000 and 60,000 cars 
per day travel on I-85 at that exit!  
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VC- VISITORSô CENTER/ DEPOT 
FURNITURE  
1 Thomasville Furniture Outlet  
2 The Decoratorsô Edge- 509 Randolph St 
3 Oakwood Furniture  
4 Furnitureland South  
5 Thomasville Furniture  
6 Boyles Furniture 
7 Drexel Heritage 
8 Blackôs Furniture 

RECREATION  
1 Winding Creek Golf Course- 72 
Winding Creek Rd 
2 Finch Field- 1220 National Hgwy. 
3 Hughes Park Fields 

SITES/ATTRACTIONS  
1 Depot (page 16), Caboose, Big Chair 
Bandstand, Clock Tower 
2 Tôville Diner 
3 City Cemetery and Civil War Gravesite 
3A, 3B, 3C Civil War Trails Markers Downtown  
4 Thomasville Emporium 12 Commerce St. 
Urban Classics 32 E. Main St. 
5 Finch Auditorium  
6 Vietnam Veteransô Memorial Mile Marker 
100 on I-85 
7 Chest of Drawers 
8 Castle McCulloch 
9 Replacements Ltd 
10 Bob Timberlake Gallery 

HOTELS  
1 Quality Inn ï 7 Laura Lane (336) 472-
2310 
2Country Hearth Inn ï 5 Laura Lane 
(336) 472-0700  
3 Microtel - 959 Lake Rd. 
(336) 474-4515 www.microtelinn.com  
4 Days Inn- 895 Lake Rd. (336) 472-
6600  
www.daysinn.com 
5 Thomasville Inn -407 National Hwy 
(336)-475-1327 
7 Budget Inn- Business 85-201 North 
Rd (336)-476-6191 
8 Value Place Hotel-1119 Randolph St 
(336) 472-4477 

 


